March 19, 2003
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BILL TO LICENSE “NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIANS” HAS BEEN INTRODUCED

California Chiropractic Association (CCA) Members’ Action Urged Now

A measure that would license “naturopathic physicians” has been introduced in the state senate.  Senate Bill 907, by Senate President Pro Tem John Burton, D-San Francisco, would permit ND’s to do everything a chiropractor can do and more! CCA is adamantly opposed to licensure of naturopaths. CCA is calling upon members and non-members to contact state legislators now to express their personal opposition to this ill-conceived measure.

Chiropractors and Others Urged to Contact Legislators
The bill will have its first hearing in the Senate Business and Professions Committee on April 7, and if it passes, will ultimately go before the Assembly Business and Professions Committee.  chiropractors are urged now to contact write every member of the committees expressing your individual opposition to SB 907.  If you know personally other state assembly members or senators, please write them too. You can look up your senator and assembly member in your local yellow pages phone book.

Please send CCA a copy of your letters.  Below is a sample letter and list of arguments to choose from.  To have the greatest effectiveness, please use your own words when possible in describing your opposition to the measure.

Draft Letter

Date

The Honorable [state senator’s or assembly member’s name]

California State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re:  Opposition to Senate Bill 907
Dear [Senator or Assembly Member]

INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH:  PLEASE PUT IN YOUR OWN WORDS; SOME EXAMPLES:
· I write to alert you to my concern regarding Senate Bill 907, Burton, that would force the state to create and administer a licensing board for less than 100 people. 

· I am writing to express my opposition to a measure that seeks to license “Naturopathic Physicians.”

· The purpose of this letter is to seek your opposition to Senate Bill 907, Burton, that would license naturopaths and allow them to provide treatments for which they are not trained.

MIDDLE PARAGRAPH:  EXPLAIN IN YOUR OWN WORDS WHY PASSAGE OF THIS BILL WOULD HARM THE PUBLIC; SOME EXAMPLES:
· SB 907 would harm patients by allowing naturopaths to do minor surgery, serve as primary care doctors, prescribe medications, act as gynecologists, function as psychiatrists, perform physical medicine, provide nutrition and dispense homeopathic remedies – all without adequate training. 

· Inherent in concept of licensure is the protection of the health and safety of the public.  This bill would violate that public protection standard by allowing those ill-prepared to treat patients.

· If naturopaths were allowed to treat conditions with which they have a little knowledge, but insufficient academic preparation, they could cause significant patient harm or delay appropriate care.
· This bill threatens patient health. 

CLOSING PARAGRAPH:  AGAIN, IN YOUR OWN WORDS; SOME EXAMPLES:

· Thank you in advance for your consideration of my concerns.
· I trust you share my concern for the public’s health and safety and will join me in opposing SB 907.
· In the event I may be of assistance on this matter, please contact me at (XXX) XXX-XXXX.
· As the health and safety of the public is paramount, I hope you will oppose SB 907.
Senate Business and Professions Committee
Below are the members of the Senate Business and Professions Committee and their fax numbers.  Please fax and mail a copy of your letter to each member of this committee.

( Liz Figueroa (Chair) (916) 327-2433

( Sam Aanestad (V. Chair) (916) 445-7750

( James Brulte (916) 327-2272


( Gilbert Cedillo (916) 327-8817

( Michael Machado (916) 323-2304


( Kevin Murray (916) 445-8899

( Edward Vincent (916) 445-3712



Assembly Business and Professions Committee

Below are the members of the Assembly Business and Professions Committee and their fax numbers.  Please fax and mail a copy of your letter to each member of this committee.

( Lou Correa (Chair) (916) 319-2169

( Shirley Horton (V. Chair) (916) 319-2178

( Greg Aghazarian (916) 319-2126

( Rudy Bermúdez (916) 319-2156
( Ellen M. Corbett (916) 319-2118
( Paul Koretz (916) 319-2142
( Abel Maldonado (916) 319-2133

( Joe Nation (916) 319-2106
( Juan Vargas (916) 319-2179

( Mark Wyland (916) 319-2174


( Leland Yee Ph.D. (916) 319-2112

Additionally, please fax and mail one letter to:

( Senator John Burton (SB 77 author), (916) 445-4722 
( Kristin Triepke Consultant, Senate Business and Professions Cmte., (916) 324-0917 
( Jay Greenwood, Chief Consultant, Assembly Business and Professions Cmte., (916) 319-2169

( Senate Republican Policy and Fiscal Office; 1020 N Street, Suite 234, Sacramento, CA 95814; Fax: (916) 324-1022

( Kristine Shultz, CCA (916) 648-2738

Unless otherwise indicated, the address for all members and staff of the Senate and Assembly is the same:

The Honorable [state senator’s or assembly member’s name]

California State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

